
Welcome. You will do great. 

When a person first gets elected to 
the presidentõs position it is some-
what overwhelming. Dave you did 
a fantastic job. You put in the effort 
business wise and legislatively. I 
know you will not be straying far 
from the fold. 

Far everyone else that ran thank 
you. We know who you are now 
and what you are about in this or-
ganization.  Donõt disappear we 
still need you all. There were a lot 
of good choices in this election and 
no one should feel bad about it. 

Lastly I must say thanks to my ever-
loving wife Leslie. Without her 
support I would not be here typing 
away here tonight. THANKS. 

So here it is coming up on midnight 
just before the deadline and won-
dering why do I do this? The an-
swer is clear. To keep the SCVR on 
a forward track, enjoy all the gath-
erings with friends, meet many 
more new friends, and to tell the 
Government to do what you are 
suppose to do and keep your nose 
out of bikerõs business. Our blood 
rushes over. 

Keep the chrome side up and the 
rubber down. See you on the road. 

So here I am, sitting in front of a 
computer wondering what did I get 
myself into again. The phone al-
ready rang last night and the mes-
sage board is bringing up some 
issues. Past presidents ask why put 
yourself in this situation, you did 
your time. We as fellow SCVR 
members know, itõs in our blood. 
Every member has a need to have a 
say in what we, as a motorcyclist 
feel is our constitutional right. The 
freedom of the road the way it is 
meant to be. If you ask the question 
òWhat is tható get in that saddle one 
more time and go ride. For the last 
year while Leslie and myself found 
ourselves out just riding I would 
think what great county we have to 
ride in. It isnõt only the scenery but 
the great nation we live in. 

I want to thank again all the mem-
bers that showed their support and 
the faith in the new board and my-
self, in bringing this organization 
forward. I look at this as something 
that we feel with deep respect and 
commitment. I  hope we can all 
come through for you as a mem-
ber. Membership is one of the key 
items to our success as an organiza-
tion and I hope it continues to 
grow. With growth comes a louder 
voice in the legislative body. 
ABATE of Minnesota put out a goal 
for Biker Day at the Capitol in 
2011. They want to see 2011 bik-
ers on the Capitol steps. I person-
ally support this goal and with all 
the bikers in this state it is obtain-
able. What better way to show 
support for all bikers and an ear 
shattering voice for our rights? 

With a growing organization, turn-
over is a natural progression. With 
turnover comes opportunity. We 
have some now. Since taking the 
office of president, we have an 

opening for co-webmaster. I 
wanted to do this myself but just 
didnõt have the knowledge it takes 
to bring the website to the next 
step. I told myself if Iõm to do this 
job as president we will need some-
one to step up and help Jeff Berg 
with the website so I can put all my 
efforts in this job.  his is a position 
that someone can use his or her 
creativity and passion for just a few 
hours a month (or more if they 
wish). This is a volunteer organiza-
tion; none of us make a penny on 
the time we spend doing a job we 
love. Jeff needs help. Jeff does a 
great job, but he canõt do it by 
himself, his family is important just 
as all of ours are. So please if you 
have some website experience step 
up, I would appreciate it along with 
many others. I have always been 
one to ask for your help and volun-
teer for this organization. It only 
takes a few hours a year to make 
life run smoother for those that are 
looking for help and you can feel 
the pride in knowing that you are 
part of this. Iõm not saying that 
being a member isnõt being a part, 
but wouldnõt you feel good to say 
you helped. That being said, Dylan 
could really use some help on the 
up coming Round Barn Run. For 
just a small amount of effort you 
could make a big difference in how 
this event turns out this year. It 
needs to be a success. 

I would also like to thank the out 
going BOD members, Ray and Joe 
you both did a great job and I hope 
you enjoyed it as much as I do.   

Well Bill, welcome back after sev-
eral years of taking a break from 
the BOD. Your experience and 
knowledge will be well used. And 
as for Chuck, just one thing for you
---ONE MEETING PLEASE---

Prez Sez by Dwight Smith Calendar of Events: 

¶ July 9th and 10th  

 SCVR 9th Annual Round Barn Run 

¶ July 11th 

 SCVR General Meeting 

 Gas-Lite Tavern, Noon 

¶ July - TBA  

 SCVR Board of Directors Meeting          

¶ July 23rd - 25th  

 Hot Wings/Cool Breezes Tour 

 Bayfield County, WI 

¶ August 8th 

 SCVR General Meeting 

 Gas-Lite Tavern, Noon 

¶ August 9th - 15th 

 70th Anniversary Sturgis Rally 

¶ September 10th and 11th 

 SCVR 20th Anniversary Chili Feed  

¶ No September General Meeting 

 Due to Chili Feed 

¶ September - TBA 

 SCVR Board of Directors Meeting 
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The movement to repeal Minne-
sotaõs 1967 Mandatory Helmet 
Law started in 1976 and culmi-
nated in April of 1977 when then 
Governor Rudy Perpich signed the 
Repeal Legislation. Since that 
April, Minnesotaõs Motorcyclists 
have had òFreedom of Choice,ó 
when it comes to helmet usage. 
Every Minnesota Governor since 
Rudy Perpich signed the Manda-
tory Helmet Law Repeal and have 
been supportive of our òFreedom 
of Choice.ó 
 

When we were young children, 
our parents always said: òThe 
choices you make now, will affect 
you for a long time!ó This simple 
statement is especially true when it 
comes to the Legislators WE 
electñlaws which are established 
generally stay around for a long 
time, if not forever. òSo what does 
this have to do with me?ó you may 
askñit is the simple truth that WE 
DO control our own destiny, but 
only if WE are willing to WORK. 
Thomas Jefferson has been attrib-
uted to the quote: òThe price of 
freedom is eternal vigilance.ó Mo-

torcyclists must be eternally vigi-
lant when our rights are involved. 
This summer there will be many 
politicians wanting to shake your 
hand and ask for your vote. When 
they do so, take a moment and 
POLITELY askñòCan I count on 
you to support my Freedom to 
wear or not to wear a helmet when 
riding motorcycle? And can I count 
on you to vote against any bill 
which would take that right away?ó 
If a candidate supports our Free-
dom, it is imperative we support 
themñask how you can help. If a 
candidate does not support our 
freedom, POLITELY ask them why 
not and if they seem unwavering in 
their position, move on and find 
out who their opponent is and 
question that candidateñif that 
candidate supports our Freedomñ
work for that candidate. 

This year, pledge to give 8 hours of 
your life protecting your freedom 
for the next two yearsñyou donõt 
need to give moneyñgo pass some 
literature, put up some lawn signs, 
make a donation, but please do 
SOMETHING! Often times the 

first hurdle for a candidate is to 
simply get on the ballotñthis is 
accomplished through the primary 
election which takes place before 
the general election on November 
2nd. The Minnesota primary elec-
tion will be Tuesday, August 10, 
2010. This is the first step of the 
election process. Please donõt miss 
this chance to vote for our support-
ers. If you will be in Sturgis, be 
sure to vote òabsentee.ó 

In 1977 no one gave bikers a 
chance of getting the decade old 
Mandatory Helmet Law repealed, 
but working together we did just 
that! Working together we are a 
very strong force, but the key word 
is òwork.ó As the saying goes 
òFreedom isnõt free.ó Are you will-
ing to give 8 hours of your life pro-
tecting our Freedom? I am and 
believe you are too! This election 
season, CHOOSE to get involved. 
This election season, CHOOSE 
Freedom! 

WORKING TOGETHER, WE 
WILL KEEP our FREEDOMS!! 

ðRide Safe and Free. 

The Choices We Make by Jim Dahling, Minnesota Legislative Director 
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Madison: At the end of the 
2009/2010 session, assembly joint 
Resolution 121 was passed unani-
mously in the Assembly and the 
Senate proclaiming May as Motor-
cycle Awareness Month. During 
the month of May, many of the 
ABATE regions held motorcycle 
awareness rallies throughout the 
state of Wisconsin. These rallies 
were a huge success in making the 
public aware that motorcycles are 
everywhere. òLook Twice, Save a 
Lifeó was one of many slogans used.  

On May 5, 2010, the 2009 Wis-
consin Act 220, prohibiting text 
messaging while driving and pro-
viding penalty, was signed by Gov-
ernor Jim Doyle. This is big step in 
the right direction as far as increas-
ing penalties for inattentive driving.  

Washington DC: May 18-20, I 
traveled to Washington DC for the 
Bikers in the Beltway.  This is an 
event sponsored by the Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation (MRF) to pro-

mote motorcycle awareness/
safety/education at the national 
level. Lobbying is also a portion of 
this trip. 

I had the pleasure of joining some 
of the most experienced and edu-
cated advocates of motorcycle 
rights. Among them were Dave 
Dwyer, Andy Mathiassen, and 
Steve Price, (all from ABATE of 
WI) and Kirk òHardtailó Willard 
from the MRF. Thank you for an-
other great and memorable experi-
ence! One of the many issues that 
were discussed was the HIPPA 
loophole. This is where insurance 
companies can provide you cover-
age but deny you benefits due to 
the cause of injury. The House 
passed Bill HR1253 that requires 
health insurance companies to dis-
close whether or not they can deny 
benefits based on the way one was 
injured. During our visit and talk-
ing with Senator Russ Finegold, he 
agreed that the HIPPA loophole 

should be closed and agreed to 
introducing his bill. Senator Fine-
goldõs bill would stop the insurance 
companies from denying benefits 
by source of injury.  

Another issue discussed was the 
Highway Spending Bill, which pro-
vides funding for motorcycle safety 
programs. Our fear is that grant 
money provided to the states is in 
jeopardy of being depleted. After 
meeting and talking to all ten of-
fices, they all agreed and commit-
ted to keeping the motorcycle 
funding in the new version of the 
bill. In  Wisconsin, motorcycle 
fatalities have dropped this year 
alone by as much as 12%.  We 
credit this to the many MROõs and 
SMROõs that promote motorcycle 
training and education.  

I just want to thank the St. Croix 
Valley Ridersõ members for sup-
porting your organization. Hope to 
see you on the road this riding sea-
son. Ride safe! 

Wisconsin Legislative Update by Mike Deavey, Wisconsin Legislative Director 

In this photo (left to right): Steve Price, 

Mike Deavey, Dave Dwyer, Kirk òHardtailó 

Willard, and Andy Mathiassen 

Newsletter Contact & Submissions 

stcroixvalleyrider@sbcglobal.net 

Juliann Anderson 715.531.0709 
 

Quarterly distribution on the 1st of Jan, 

April, July and Oct. Deadline is the 15th 

of the month, prior to quarterly publica-

tion. Articles can be submitted for 

placement free of charge, pending ap-

proval of content. Advertising pricing is 

as follows. Preferred electronic file 

format is jpeg (print ready). 
 

Size B&W Color 

Business Card ..........  $25 ...........  $35 

Quarter Page ..........  $75 ...........  $100 

Half Page ...............  $175 .........  $200 

Full Page ................  $350 .........  $400 
 

Letters to the Editor 

You are encouraged to voice your opinion, 

inform your fellow members of upcoming 

legislation or share an interesting ride. 

www.scvr.org 



To volunteer at the Chili Feed, please contact 

Leslie Smith, lksmith1566@comcast.net 

A big congratulations to all the new 
and returning board members!  Iõd 
like to thank our co-chairs for com-
ing back this year and to the new 
members that have joined in to 
help with the Chili Feed; Lynn 
Larson-security, Sheila Sumner-
membership and Diane McKenzie-
bike wash. 

At our last Chili Feed meeting, we 
discussed a few things: I was asked 
to look at ticket prices, one price 
for members and one for general 
public. It was agreed to let the new 
board discuss this for the next 
yearõs Chili Feed (2011).  Also, the 
chili cooker needs some repairs: 

electrical, plumbing and the 
counter top which will all be done 
a week before the Feed. 

The Pat Travers Band will be this 
yearõs head liner.  He played in 
Iowa a few weeks ago and blew the 
crowd away!  Along with Travers, 
we will have The Wayward Boyz 
Club, Chain Lightning, The Pearl, 
Teachers Pet (new name Sumo-
fAll), Porkchop and the first coun-
try band at the Feed, Citizens Ar-
rest. 

Miller Beer and General Beer 
Northwest donated a pop/beer 
vending machine to us, stocked 

with beer and with SCVRõs logo all 
over it. We will raffle this off at the 
Feed. It will be on display at the 
Round Barn Run on July 10th. Tick-
ets are $5.00 each and will be avail-
able at the Round Barn Run 
through to the Chili Feed. 

We still are in need of more spon-
sors! Contact me if you need help 
talking to people or businesses into 
sponsoring the Feed.  

There will be more camping avail-
able on the other side of the snow-
mobile bridge this year....thank 
you Bill F and The Gas-Lite for 
arranging this! 

Chili Feed 2010 - June Update by Mark Koon, Chili Feed Chairperson 

It was my pleasure this year to take 
on the job of tracking legislation 
and making visits to the Capitol on 
behalf of SCVR. Although not suc-
cessful in achieving all goals, the 
experience refreshed my knowl-
edge of the process and procedures 
involved in getting legislation 
passed.   

If asked to continue in this role for 
the upcoming legislative session, I 
will work with the new Board of 
Directors to develop a legislative 
agenda, to identify other organiza-
tions with the same or similar goals 
that we can work with, and to 
identify friends at the legislature to 
assist us.  

One way you can help is to keep in 
touch with your legislators and the 
candidates for office. The first step 
in success at the legislature is to 
have elected officials that we know 
support our issues. During this 
election season, you will have more 
opportunity than you probably 
want to meet your current elected 
officials and other candidates for 
those offices. Two of our primary 
goals are to maintain freedom of 
choice regarding the use of helmets 
and protection of the funds set 

aside from our license fees for edu-
cation, awareness and safety efforts 
-- ask those officials and candidates 
where they stand on both of those 
issues. Tell them that they will only 
have your vote if they support your 
issues. Be polite but be firm in your 
discussion with them. 

If you can, hold onto one day of 
vacation and plan to use it at next 
yearõs Biker Day at the Capitol. 
This event, sponsored by ABATE 
of MN, is important to show the 
Legislators and Governor that we 
are strong and united in our efforts 
to protect and enhance motorcycle 
rights.  Our presence is especially 
notable as elected officials are more 
used to suits than leather. The date 
has not yet been finalized but likely 
will be sometime in February or 
March. 

We need to show that                            
we are willing to                                  
do what it                                                                               
takes to con-
tinue to 
enjoy 
our 
ride! 

Lobbyistõs Report by Jill Kielblock 

If you would like to volunteer to 
work at the Feed (a 4 hour shift 
gets you reimbursed for one ad-
vance sale gate fee-$40.00).  Con-
tact Leslie Smith at 
lksmith1566@comcast.net. 

Our next Chili Feed meeting will 
be held at The Gas-Lite Tavern, 
W8945 US Hwy 10; Trimbelle, 
WI immediately following SCVRõs 
general meeting, July 11th. 

Any questions or thoughts, please 
contact me at tokoolhd@aol.com 
or 651-768-9026. 

Ride safe and free! 
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SCVR members join ABATE of Minnesota and other motorcyclists on May 5, 2010 as 

Minnesota Governor, Tim Pawlenty proclaims May, òMotorcycle Safety Awareness Month.ó 


